Install Rain Barrel

As part of Riderwood’s Green School initiative, we propose to install a rain barrel on the school grounds. The rain barrel would be a very visible and important teaching tool:

-- Water conservation.  A rain barrel allows you to manage when and where rainwater is released.  We would save water by reusing the rainwater for the “Kinder Garden” nature trail and schoolyard habitat gardens that we installed last spring.

--  Water pollution prevention.  A rain barrel reduces water pollution by capturing and reusing water that would otherwise be storm water runoff, which can carry sediment, oil, fertilizer and other pollutants to our streams.

Location:

The rain barrel would be located in the back courtyard of the school, behind the breezeway.  (See aerial photo, Attachment A.)  A gutter downspout there creates runoff and muddy conditions.  (See Attachment B.)

Description:

A Riderwood parent purchased the rain barrel at the Baltimore County Compost Bin and Rain Barrel sale in April 2013, with the intent of donating it to the school.  It is a 55-gallon plastic drum fitted with a hose spigot near the bottom, an overflow adapter near the top, and a mesh-covered input screen to keep out insects, debris and bird droppings.  (See Attachment C.)
Installation:

Two Riderwood parent volunteers, who have installed these same rain barrels at their homes, will install the rain barrel at the school following the manufacturer’s specifications:

-- In order to increase the output water pressure and allow room to fill watering cans from the spigot, elevate the rain barrel on a base of cinder blocks.

-- Place the rain barrel beneath the existing downspout.  Trim the downspout with a hacksaw approximately 12 inches above the rain barrel.

--  Attach a downspout elbow to the end of the downspout to divert water into the mesh-covered opening at the top of the rain barrel.

--  Secure the downspout to the elbow with screws.

Maintenance:
In October of each year, student members of the newly-formed Save Water Team and their faculty/parent leader will drain any remaining water and turn the rain barrel over for the winter.
Funding:

We are not requesting any County funds for this project. A parent has purchased the rain barrel already and parent volunteers will install it.  Any other materials needed, such as the downspout elbow and screws, will be donated by parent volunteers.  We do ask that the BCPS grounds crew continue to mow the grass around the rain barrel as usual, but it is primarily a muddy area without much grass.
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Attachment C
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